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2020 - Oh What a Year It has Been

f one was to come up with a word to describe all that 2020 brought into our lives,
perhaps one would choose “UNPREDICTABILITY”. And if that same person was to
offer advice on how to deal with 2020, they might suggest that one remain “FLEXIBLE”.
At Copley Town Hall, as in every home in America and around the world, it seemed a new
recommendation or guideline was announced every day – most often contradicting the
mandates we had just received. And to add to the uncertainty, we were told to stay apart;
“Social Distancing” is now a household term and wearing face coverings has become
second nature (almost! I still find myself running back to my car on occasion!)
Still…we made it through and with all the uncertainty, human nature took over and
we adapted. Those who never considered themselves “techies” are now running virtual
meetings; our local businesses, while still suffering, changed their business models to
accommodate curbside service and online ordering. The holidays looked totally different
but quite a few of us discovered that “simple” has its place. As Claire Cook, an American
author, states, “If Plan A doesn’t work, the alphabet has 25 more letters – 204 if you’re in
Japan.”
This edition of the Copley Connection highlights what 2020 looked like for our Township
from your local government’s perspective. Your Police and Fire Departments continued
to provide the unparalleled service
you deserve and have come to expect.
The Service Department continued to
maintain your Township properties
and roads so you could enjoy the
outdoors and get where you needed
to… when you needed to get there.
And, believe it or not, over $24million
was invested in your community – a
jump of about $7million over 2019!

What will 2021 hold? One can only
guess! Hopefully, we will be able to
gather in person again, to celebrate
with one another and enjoy a feeling of community once more. How ever we move through
the year, know that your Township – your elected officials, safety forces, service workers
and administrative staff members – are here to serve you, to answer your questions and
work to solve your Township issues. Feel free to stop by, call us or contact us through
email, follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, access our website (www.copley.
oh.us) and sign up for alerts through our Nixle account (text your zip code to 888-777).
Janice Marshall, Township Administrator

Community & Economic
Development
Arbor Day 2021

Copley Township, with the
support of the Board of Trustees,
plans to celebrate Arbor Day 2021
in a big way! Join Coni the Conifer
and friends from the Copley
Township Tree Commission and
Department of Community &
Economic Development Friday,
April 30 and Saturday, May 1 as
we commemorate Arbor Day in
the Township with a variety of
festivities!
Beginning Friday, April 30,
Coni and Friends will open the
celebration at Copley Town Hall.
Coni the Conifer
During this event, we will highlight colorful Arbor
Day pictures from Arrowhead Elementary and CopleyFairlawn Middle School students, give away over 100
trees and much more! Festivities will continue at the
Copley Community Park on Saturday, May 1 with more

tree giveaways, student contests, official Arbor Day tree
dedications and The Great Arbor Day Scavenger Hunt.
Join us for your chance to win t-shirts, baked goods, and
fun prizes.
With a focus on the
future, Arbor Day
represents a hope
for the future. The
Arbor Day Foundation
encourages the simple
act of planting a tree
which
represents
Arbor Day Tree Give-Away 2020
that the tree will
grow to provide us with basic needs including clean
air and water, shade, habitat for wildness, healthier
communities, natural beauty and a
better tomorrow. Make plans to join
us as we work to increase the Copley
Tree Canopy and bring awareness to
the importance of Arbor Day.
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Board Openings

The Copley Township Board of Trustees is accepting
resumes for positions on the Architectural Review
Board (ARB) and Zoning Commission (ZC). The ARB
reviews commercial
site
plans
for
compliance
with
Copley’s
zoning
standards pertaining
to signs, landscaping
and/or architectural
elements. Licensed
architects, landscape
designers, engineers
and other similar
professional backgrounds are preferred. The ZC
makes recommendations to the Board of Trustees on
requests for rezonings and amendments to existing
zoning applications. The board also considers long
range projects including amendments to the Copley
Township Zoning Resolution. Individuals with a
background in public policy, law, land-use and other
similar professional backgrounds are preferred.
Interested residents should submit their resumes via
email to Loudan Klein, Director of Community and
Economic Development at lklein@copley.oh.us.
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Community & Economic
Development
2020 Recap

It would be difficult to capture 2020 in a few short
sentences; it was a year that resulted in a new way of
meeting, financing and planning for development. The
Department of Community and Economic Development,
with the support and guidance of the Board of Trustees
made many accommodations and adjustments in order
to keep operations open for our residents and businesses
in the safest way possible. With those measures in place,
we still saw a tremendous amount of investment in the
community given the circumstances. 2020 concluded
with 208 permits processed, totaling $24 Million, a $7
Million increase compared to 2019, for both commercial
and residential. On the environmental side, we were able
to complete a comprehensive and flexible amendment
to the Tree Preservation Standards, maintain Tree City
USA status, and giveaway nearly 200 trees to residents
and pre-schools as part of an Arbor Day celebration. The
pandemic created a difficult environment for new and
existing businesses, but with the assistance of the Greater
Akron Area Chamber of Commerce, 83 small businesses
in Copley were able to receive grants totaling nearly
$370,000. The Copley business community continued
to diversify as we welcomed several new businesses
through our cooperative groundbreaking efforts with the
Copley Chamber, Community Improvement Corporation
and Board of Trustees. The 2020 events were modest in
comparison to the celebrations from previous years but
we are hopeful in 2021 we will be able to continue these
important traditions.

2021 Expectations

Speaking of 2021, Copley Township is excited to expand
and develop the Neighborhood Ambassador Program.
The program currently has ambassadors representing
19 of the 27 neighborhoods identified in the Township.
The Ambassadors are a conduit of information between
the Township and residents to provide updates, share
concerns and address the needs of each neighborhood.
Keep an eye out for more information on the program
in the coming months! Additionally, 2021 will focus
on long-term community planning. Throughout 2020,
Environmental Design Group worked with staff,
residents, and stakeholders to compile a 10-year capital
improvement plan to coincide with the residential
and commercial growth occurring in the Township.
The plan focuses on three key elements: pedestrian
and bike facilities, water and sewer, and stormwater
management. Our goal is to isolate priority projects
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within each category and work to obtain the funding and
support needed to see them come to life! For questions
related to the Department of Community and Economic
Development, please contact the Director, Loudan Klein
at lklein@copley.oh.us or at (330)-666-0108.

Fire Department
2020 was not business as usual for any of us. We
faced unique challenges and navigated uncertainty with
incomplete, often changing information; However, due to
the continued support from Copley Township residents
and our firefighter/paramedics' professionalism, Copley
Fire Department remained mission-ready.
The Novel Coronavirus necessitated implementing
many changes in policies, procedures, and how we utilize
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). These changes
helped us to prevent COVID-19 related staffing shortages
experienced by other departments.
Fire Department call volume dropped significantly
during the first part of 2020 secondary to the statewide
shutdown and stay-at-home orders. However, calls for
service increased in the latter half of the year ending
with the second-highest annual call volume ever, at 2749.
Copley Fire Department added two full-time
See FIRE DEPARTMENT, Page 4
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Service Department
2021 Road Program

Copley will once again join with the Summit County
Engineer’s Road Program for its repaving and pavement
marking projects for 2021. The roads that will be repaved
this year will be Linda Lane, Janwood Drive, Pineland Drive,
Scenic View Drive, and Pineview Drive. Estimated cost is
$446,621.25. Pavement markings will be on Brookmont
Road, Flight Memorial Drive, Rothrock Road, Rothrock Loop,
Springside Connector, Montrose West Avenue, Heritage
Woods Drive, Hollythorn Drive (between Heritage Woods
and Montrose West), Commercial Drive, and Ridge Park
Drive. Estimate for this project is $8100.

End of Winter - Maintenance Check

Inspect your mailbox post, supports, and the box itself for
durability in order to stand up to the rigors of the winter
season. Our snowplow drivers take every precaution not to
hit any mailboxes but occasionally they do. Call 330-6660365 to report any damages.
On a related note, during snow events, please do not park
your vehicles on the street. This will allow the plow trucks to
clear the entire street and reduce the risk of a vehicle being
“plowed in”. Always remember to make sure there are not
hazardous obstructions along the edges or corners of the
roadway. We still have a few weeks of winter; let’s make it as
safe as possible.

Fire Department
Continued from Page 3

firefighter/medics. John Zabala and Hope Cozad were
hired full-time from our part-time ranks. Adequate and
cost-effective staffing is always a fire department priority.
Overtime hours dropped by 10% compared to 2019. Copley
Fire Department is like most other departments in that
most calls for service are EMS-related. As such, our EMS
squads are subject to a great deal of wear and tear. In order
to continue delivering the highest quality service, two new
ambulances were ordered at the end of 2020. Delivery is
expected in March of this year.
Training during the pandemic was especially difficult. In
response to limits on gathering size, Copley Fire Department
adopted a revised program that incorporates online training,
in-house developed video training, and small group handson skills.
Training hours for 2020 totaled 1347 hours. Looking
forward, we hope for and expect a much better year in 2021.
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Police Department
Looking Back on 2020

In 2020, The Copley Police Department, like many
other neighboring departments, experienced numerous
changes due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. All special
events were cancelled and the police department was
faced with the difficult task of staying connected with
our community as formal programs were not possible.
When the governor and the Ohio Department of Health
initiated the closing of activities across Ohio, residents
faced difficult decisions related to important family
gatherings and events. The Copley Police Department
creatively contributed to many celebrations offering
“drive-by” parades and escorts. Copley was the first area
police department to participate in this type of event.
Traditional events, however, like the monthly Coffee
With A Cop and annual Copley Police Bike Rodeo, were
immediately cancelled. The Police and Fire Departments,
however, did hold the annual Safety Town program virtually. Traditionally, Copley Township employees
have provided a week-long training and activities class at
Copley Middle School. In the virtual format, the children
and their parents picked up supplies and craft projects at
the police department and then connected virtually each
day with Copley Township employees to complete the
projects and participate in training exercises.
In April 2020, the police department joined a newly
formed Major Drug Interdiction Task Force created by the
Ohio Organized Crime Investigations Commission. This
task force, named ONSET, an acronym for Ohio Northeast
Smuggling Enforcement Team, conducts drug, firearm,
gang, money laundering, illegal money transmitting,
and cash structuring and smuggling investigations in
Summit and Medina Counties. The member agencies are
Copley Police, the Summit and Medina County Sheriff’s
Departments, Ohio State Highway Patrol, and the US
Department of Homeland Security. The Copley Police
Department has one full-time detective assigned to this
unit. The ONSET Task Force, Summit & Medina County
partnership, alone seized the following during 2020:
•
•
•
•
•
•

37 pounds of Cocaine
11 pounds of Fentanyl
24 pounds of Methamphetamine
Total estimated street value of these narcotics:
$3,487,441
23 firearms
$2,002,693
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In addition. Officer Kenneth Porter and his K-9 partner
Niko worked together for several years and seized a
significant amount of illegal drugs and cash money
derived from illegal drug sales. Unfortunately, Niko
suffered from a knee injury forcing him into retirement.
In May 2020, Officer Porter received a new partner,
Chip. K-9 Chip is fully certified in tracking, article search,
narcotics, apprehension, building search, area search,
and obedience.
Overall, throughout 2020, your police Department
participated in 650 hours of training and responded
to over 15,200 calls for service. As always, providing
protection and service to the residents, business owners
and those traveling through the Township has remained
paramount.

Officer Porter and K-9 Chip
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NOTICE OF 2020 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT
The 2020 Annual Financial Report for Copley Township,
Summit County, Ohio has been completed and is available
for public inspection at the Copley Townhall located at
1540 S. Cleveland Massillon Road Copley, Ohio 44321

Motor Vehicle License Tax to Copley Township
Please remember - when renewing your annual license plate/sticker, make sure you state you live in COPLEY TOWNSHIP so the
Township rightly receives its portion of the license tax fee. Copley has six zip codes - Akron 44320, Akron 44333, Barberton
44203, Copley 44321, Norton 44203, and Wadsworth 44281. The registrar will write the city address name on your driver’s
license in the jurisdiction area unless you state you live in Copley Township!

Meeting Notes

Copley Township Telephone Numbers

Emergency Police & Fire .........................................................9-1-1
Regular Board of Trustees Meetings are held the 2nd and 4th
Non Emerg. Police & Fire .....................................330-666-8866
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Please visit our website www.copley.oh.us for updated
meeting times and special meetings.

Check our website for the Board of Zoning Appeals, Zoning
Commission and Architectural Review Board Meeting
Schedules.
All Meetings Are Open To The Public.

This is an official newsletter published as a service to
residents under authority of the Ohio Revised Code.
Copley Township Trustees review and approve the contents.
Please direct comments and improvements to the Township Trustees.
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Administrative Offices
Fire ................................................................330-666-6464
Police ............................................................330-666-4218
Service .........................................................330-666-0365
Community/Economic Dev.................330-666-0108
Trustees
Jim Schulte
Scott Dressler ..........................................330-666-1853
Bruce Koellner
Administrator
Janice Marshall .........................................330-666-1853
Fiscal Officer
Linda Peiffer................................................330-666-1853
Copley Online
Website: www.copley.oh.us
Email: township@copley.oh.us
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