Chapter 2: Goals and Objectives

Leader Statements

Copley Township
Department of Community & Economic Development
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

We strive to foster sound economic development objectives which facilitate
investment. A stronger business market helps create employment opportunities
and leads to economic prosperity.

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

We believe that great communities do not happen by chance. We engage with
our residents to foster community pride and collective unity.

PUBLIC & GREEN
SPACE

We actively pursue opportunities which increase the availability and convenience
of access to public green space. Our core belief rests on the proposition that
open space is a priceless resource which should be discovered and enjoyed by
all.

NEIGHBORHOOD
REVITALIZATION

We strive to enhance property values by actively addressing the negative
impacts of blight and abandonment. Copley engages with homeowners to
improve and enhance the housing stock and thereby help foster strong and
prosperous neighborhoods.

We have an abundance of local history which is worth preserving for future

PRESERVATION OF generations. The case for preservation - without knowing where we’ve been, we
HISTORICAL
cannot know where we might be going.
STRUCTURES & LAND

STRATEGIC LAND
PLANNING

We believe that a great deal of attention must be given
to strategic planning initiatives as this becomes the
foundation of an equitable and desirous community.
Those who fail to plan are planning to fail.
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Planning is an orderly, open approach to determining local needs and wants, describing a vision of a
community’s desired future, setting goals, and priorities, and taking action.
The goals and initiatives in this plan support the values of the community, which have been expressed by a
public opinion survey, public engagement exercises, and professional recommendations of sound planning
and land use management practices.
At least every two years, the Copley Township Zoning Commission and Township staff will be responsible for
reviewing the implementation of goals and initiatives and updating the plan with any needed appendices as
well as updating the corresponding Zoning Resolution as necessary.

STRATEGIC LAND PLANNING
Community Character

BALANCE COMMUNITY DESIGN WITH OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION
Balance development and the need for services and businesses with protection of natural resources and historic
structures
Support continued dialogue between local planning agencies, the general public, and the development community
to discuss the public costs associated with new development, reaching an understanding on the calculation of
such costs, and establishing alternative means for financing these costs
Sustain Copley as a good place to live by offering affordable housing opportunities
Develop architectural design guidelines to help define desired architectural aesthetics
Make districts distinctive and attractive destinations by using design guidelines
Integrate preservation into the land planning process including reconciling and incorporating preservation policies
with state and other local policies
Encourage compact and mixed-use development, which minimizes the need to drive, from
existing infill and brownfield sites that have been thoroughly reclaimed and remediated
before using open land
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Transportation & Infrastructure

ASSESS VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS AND IMPROVE WHERE NECESSARY
Address traffic intersections with high volumes, accidents, or safety concerns
Work with County Engineer and ODOT to implement traffic calming measures such as Roundabouts
Work with the State of Ohio on traffic and safety along the Route-18 corridor
Conduct “Level of Service” studies of intersections to determine future needs

CREATE WALKABLE NEIGHBORHOODS WITH SIDEWALKS AND TRAILS, ENCOURAGE PEDESTRIAN NETWORKS IN LOCAL BUSINESS DISTRICTS
Identify roads that could safely support bike lanes
Encourage walkable designs in all new developments including walkable access to services such as banking,
restaurants, grocery stores, medical and transportation
Work with applicable agencies to develop bike lanes when roads are expanded
Create a pedestrian circulation plan for Copley Square
Require sidewalks whenever possible

ENCOURAGE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION INTO AND THROUGH THE TOWNSHIP’S MAIN
THOROUGHFARES
Work with AMATS and Metro transit to expand public transportation opportunities in Copley

IDENTIFY AND WORK TO CORRECT STORMWATER RUNOFF AND FLOODING WITHIN AND
BEYOND THE TOWNSHIP’S BORDERS
Encourage expansion of sewer and water in appropriate locations

Commercial & Retail
BALANCE COMMERCIAL/RETAIL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN AREAS WHERE ADEQUATE
INFRASTRUCTURE IS IN PLACE WHILE PROTECTING NATURAL RESOURCES AND
MAINTAINING RURAL CHARACTER
Monitor the amount of commercial space and consider community impact
Encourage mixed-use development in appropriate locations
Encourage ways to redevelop to reduce and eventually eliminate non-conforming uses
Create urban activity centers in mature suburban areas
Study opportunity for best use of the land in the following areas: Copley Road Corridor, Cleve-Mass Road Corridor,
Collier Road, Ridgewood Road Corridor, White Pond Drive, Copley Square Area, Route 18 Corridor between I-77
and S.Hametown Road

ENHANCE HISTORIC, CULTURAL AND VISUAL QUALITIES OF THE
TOWNSHIP

Use redevelopment as a tool for creating a sense of place based on unique natural and
cultural assets
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Natural Resources
PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE ENVIRONMENTAL INTEGRITY OF COPLEY TOWNSHIP
Encourage natural resource protection in all development projects
Encourage conservation/open space development and low impact design principles

Parks and Recreation

MAINTAIN AND EXPAND OPEN SPACES AND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
Create a citizens committee to develop a parks and recreation master plan
Encourage joint recreational program with the schools

Residential

KEEP RURAL CHARACTER IN THE UNDEVELOPED AREAS OF THE TOWNSHIP
Apply conservation/open space development and low impact design principles
Preserve views of the rural landscapes by locating homes out of the sight lines on existing roads, whenever
possible
Preserve densities based on environmental capacities
Consider amendments to the Zoning Resolution to make Conservation Development the permitted use and
traditional development a Conditional Use

REDUCE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF DEVELOPMENT ON THE COMMUNITY IN REGARDS TO
COST OF GOVERNMENT SERVICES, IMPACT ON SCHOOLS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Encourage conservation development and low impact design principles
Minimize land disturbance including clearing and grading
Evaluate government services and infrastructure in order to define needs and capacity restraints
Encourage more frequent natural drainage structure versus large engineered storm basins

PRESERVE HOUSING DIVERSITY AND MIXED USE DEVELOPMENTS
Encourage mixed use residential

ENHANCE HISTORIC, CULTURAL AND VISUAL QUALITIES OF THE TOWNSHIP
Identify appropriate Township-wide improvement standards for items such as streetscape treatments, signage,
lighting, landscaping within residential developments

21

Chapter 2: Goals and Objectives
Agriculture
PRESERVE AND PROMOTE AGRICULTURE IN THE TOWNSHIP
Educate residents on agriculture land as a valuable resource that should be preserved
Map and monitor agriculture lands in order to document the amount of land in farm production and the rate at
which it is being developed
Adopt zoning which would discourage lot splits in conservation areas

SUPPORT FARMING AS AN ECONOMICALLY VIABLE USE
Support Current Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) and other legislation that links incentives to continue farming and
discourage development of agricultural land

REDUCE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF DEVELOPMENT ON AGRICULTURAL LANDS
Adopt buffer zones for new development adjacent to farms
Explore a storm water utility plan to address storm water effects

Economic
PROMOTE AND PROTECT THE ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF THE COMMUNITY
Initiate a cost-of-service study to look at the cost of various Township services versus the revenue source to
identify what types of land use provide or require the highest revenue and expenses

ENCOURAGE TOURISM
Establish a committee to encourage tourism

89%

RESIDENTS WHO STRONGLY SUPPORT
POLICIES THAT PACE GROWTH IN
TARGETED AREAS

* Per the 2016 Community Perspective Survey
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Community Character
EXPAND CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES

Highlight cultural assets through art and community event partnerships

Transportation & Infrastructure

INVENTORY CURRENT SEWER AND WATER INFRASTRUCTURE AND IDENTIFY FUTURE
NEEDS
Encourage expansion of sewer and water in appropriate locations
Identify a short and long term plan for sewer and water extensions and upgrades

Commercial & Retail

BALANCE COMMERCIAL/RETAIL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN AREAS WHERE ADEQUATE
INFRASTRUCTURE IS IN PLACE WHILE PROTECTING NATURAL RESOURCES AND
MAINTAINING RURAL CHARACTER
Implement plans for redevelopment and adaptive re-use of commercial space
Promote re-use and development of underused and vacant commercial sites
Create incentives to improve properties which lead to Township resiliency within commercial corridors

USE REDEVELOPMENT AS A TOOL FOR CREATING A SENSE OF PLACE BASED ON UNIQUE
NATURAL AND CULTURAL ASSETS
Explore community block grant funding

ENCOURAGE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP
Work with the Community Improvement Corporation to identify opportunities for public/
private partnerships
Explore funding such as grants that could be used to jumpstart promising businesses
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Industrial

MAINTAIN AND EXPAND THE TAX BASE AND PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT
Attract and retain industrial and business users
Create incentives to improve properties with alternative funding matches
Define a process for determining eligibility by designating areas in which Copley has the authority to engage
in redevelopment projects including both prevention and elimination of blight and provision for public/private
partnerships

Residential

SUPPORT A RESIDENTIAL TAX BASE WHICH IS RESILIENT TO VARIOUS MARKET
CONDITIONS
Encourage mixed use residential
Identify appropriate Township-wide improvement standards for streetscape treatments including signage,
lighting, and landscaping within residential developments
Sustain Copley as a good place to live by offering affordable housing opportunities

Agriculture

SUPPORT FARMING AS AN ECONOMICALLY VIABLE USE
Seek input from the farming community on particular challenges and opportunities within the township
Become familiar with legislation that benefits farmers and other agriculturally-related businesses

Economic
PROMOTE AND PROTECT THE ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF THE COMMUNITY
Work with the Community Improvement Corporation to develop economic indicators to measure the township’s
economic well-being
Seek ways to support the efforts of new small businesses so that they can become economically viable

ENCOURAGE NICHE TOURISM WITHIN
THE TOWNSHIP
Partner with public and private entities to
brainstorm on ways to promote the unique
qualities of the township
Work with the appropriate entities to promote
tourism as an established economic activity
Gain an understanding of the township’s assets
that could eventually become pillars of a tourist
economy

98%

OF RESIDENTS WHO SUPPORT BUSINESS/
JOB GROWTH AS THEIR TOP PRIORITY,
BELIEVE THAT COPLEY SHOULD BE A
BUSINESS FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

* Per the 2016 Community Perspective Survey

24

Chapter 2: Goals and Objectives
PRESERVATION

Community Character

BALANCE COMMUNITY DESIGN WITH OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION
Protect cultural resources including historic districts, buildings, structures, sites, public works, transportation
corridors, heritage areas and corridors, cultural landscape objects and related built forms
Ensure the conservation of housing stock in residential neighborhoods, economic development and revitalization,
protection of historic landscapes, and preservation and growth management of rural areas, and conservation
farmland
Work with private sector, independent organizations and citizens to increase awareness of, and to protect and
enhance Copley’s historic resources
Identify traditional Township settlement patterns as a desirable means to promote community character and
diversity

PROTECT HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
Encourage land owners to recognize the value of historic resources as major contributions to the quality of life
and to cultural vitality, and as resources that both remind us about the past and provide a stimulus to economic
vitality and the potential for tourism
Support enabling legislation to provide tax incentives to encourage the rehabilitation of historic resources,
including tax credits and tax abatements

Commercial & Retail

ENHANCE HISTORIC, CULTURAL AND VISUAL QUALITIES OF THE TOWNSHIP
Encourage submission of applications for state historic districts’ designations
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Natural Resources

PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE ENVIRONMENTAL INTEGRITY OF COPLEY TOWNSHIP
Explore property valuation reductions through storm water and/or land conservation efforts
Redefine, retain, and expand conservation districts and include environmentally sensitive lands
Work with appropriate land conservancy organizations to engage in acquiring environmentally sensitive lands
and/or protective easements
Protect and restore environmentally sensitive areas
Incorporate protection of sensitive environmental features into land development reviews over which the Township
has authority
Make the ecological integrity of public health safety functions of significant remaining undeveloped lands and
environmentally sensitive landscapes the priority for conservation acquisitions and open space subdivision
dedications-Explore the concept of wetland banking projects in these lands

Agriculture

REDUCE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF DEVELOPMENT ON AGRICULTURAL LANDS
Encourage conservation development

Economic

USE REDEVELOPMENT AS AN ECONOMIC TOOL TO PROTECT LAND VALUE AND MAINTAIN
THE PROPERTY TAX BASE
Support Farmland Preservation Incentives
Support redevelopment that recognizes the value of historic preservation and cultural resources

90%
OF RESIDENTS WHO SUPPORT HISTORIC
PRESERVATION & ARTS/CULTURE AS
THEIR TOP PRIORITY, BELIEVE THAT
THE PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL
STRUCTURES, COPLEY SQUARE & COPLEY
CULTURE ARE MOST IMPORTANT

* Per the 2016 Community Perspective Survey
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PUBLIC & GREEN SPACE

Community Character
BALANCE COMMUNITY DESIGN WITH OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION
Educate and encourage methods of landscape design, landscape and park maintenance, and agriculture that
reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides, herbicides, and synthetic fertilizers as well as encourage the use of
compost and conserving water

PROMOTE AND BEAUTIFY ENTRANCEWAYS INTO THE TOWNSHIP
Create a Gateway Improvement Master Plan
Create landscaped entryways where Copley abuts Fairlawn, Akron, Norton and Bath

Transportation & Infrastructure

ACCESS VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS AND IMPROVE WHERE NECESSARY
Identify trails and bike path projects to connect specific areas of the Township including schools, parks and
residential areas
Explore street lighting

CREATE WALKABLE NEIGHBORHOODS WITH SIDEWALKS AND TRAILS;
ENCOURAGE PEDESTRIAN NETWORKS IN LOCAL BUSINESS DISTRICTS
Connect future residential subdivisions with existing or planned bikeways of walking trails
Encourage walkable designs in all new developments including walkable access to services such as banking,
restaurants, grocery stores, medical and transportation
Create a trails and Greenway Committee-Develop a Trails and Greenway Plan
Implement a Summit County Greenway Plan-Create a Scenic Byway Committee to work with ODOT to develop
byway designations to connect with the Ohio and Erie Canal and the Heritage Corridors of
Bath

27

Chapter 2: Goals and Objectives
Transportation & Infrastructure
CREATE SCENIC BYWAYS ON COUNTY AND STATE RURAL ROUTES
Implement Gateway Improvement Master Plan

IDENTIFY AND WORK TO CORRECT STORMWATER RUNOFF AND FLOODING WITHIN AND
BEYOND THE TOWNSHIP’S BORDERS
Consider acquiring environmentally sensitive land for purposes of storm water collection

Parks & Recreation
MAINTAIN AND EXPAND OPEN SPACES AND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
Encourage neighborhood parks and greenways - Create new neighborhood parks and greenways in the community
Encourage connectivity of open spaces and development of greenways with public multipurpose trails
Create a Trail and Greenways Committee
Encourage public access to open space dedication in conservation developments
Develop a trail system connecting parks, open spaces, residential developments, and commercial destinations
Seek open space and trail grants
Encourage residents to donate easements for a Township-wide trail system
Encourage the protection of unique and significant rural places in the community

CONTINUE EXPANSION OF GREEN SPACE FOR PUBLIC ACCESS
Explore strategic land acquisition for sites which are environmentally sensitive to development

Residential

REDUCE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF DEVELOPMENT ON THE COMMUNITY IN REGARDS TO:
COST OF GOVERNMENT SERVICES, IMPACT ON SCHOOLS AND ENVIRONMENT
Encourage both active (playing fields) and passive (parks and trails) open space

92%

OF RESIDENTS WHO SUPPORT
RECREATION/ENVIRONMENT/OPEN SPACE
AS THEIR TOP PRIORITY, BELIEVE THAT
COPLEY NEEDS MORE OPEN SPACE,
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, COMMUNITY
GARDENS & REC FACILITIES
* Per the 2016 Community Perspective Survey
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community Character
EXPAND CULTURAL, CIVIC AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Create volunteer and engagement opportunities

INSTILL NEIGHBORHOOD PRIDE WITHIN RESIDENTIAL AND BUSINESS DISTRICTS
Create a Neighborhood Master Plan
Support curricular and co-curricular programming of Township schools

IDENTIFY WAYS TO MAINTAIN HISTORIC CORRIDOR AREAS
Create a Scenic Byway Committee to work with ODOT to develop byway designations to connect with the Ohio and
Erie Canal and the Heritage Corridors of Bath

Transportation & Infrastructure

CREATE WALKABLE NEIGHBORHOODS WITH SIDEWALKS AND TRAILS; ENCOURAGE
PEDESTRIAN NETWORKS IN LOCAL BUSINESS DISTRICTS
Create a Trails and Greenway Committee - Develop a Trails and Greenway Plan

Parks & Recreation
MAINTAIN AND EXPAND OPEN SPACES
AND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
Create a Trail and Greenways Committee

50%

OF RESPONDENTS WOULD BE
WILLING TO VOLUNTEER THEIR TIME
TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF THE
TOWNSHIP
* Per the 2016 Community Perspective Survey
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NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION

Community Character

DEVELOP TOOLS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO A SAFE AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
Implement and enforce a Township-wide Property Maintenance Code which identifies and recognizes Copley’s
neighborhoods and specific challenges that residents may face in their desire to “Age in Place”
Implement and manage an online tool for public nuisance complaints
Explore the creation of a program to assist residents in eligible neighborhoods with home improvements

Commercial & Retail

IDENTIFY BLIGHTED COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL PROPERTIES AND PURSUE CORRECTIVE
MEASURES TO ENHANCE COMMUNITY CHARACTER
Complete systematic inspections to ensure compliance with physical standards for commercial and retail
properties
Undertake and update an inventory of blighted and/or vacant commercial/retail properties which evaluates their
physical condition

Industrial

IDENTIFY BLIGHTED INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES AND PURSUE CORRECTIVE MEASURES TO
ENHANCE COMMUNITY CHARACTER
Complete systematic inspections to ensure compliance with physical standards for industrial properties
Undertake and update an inventory of blighted and/or vacant commercial/retail properties which evaluates their
physical condition

PROTECT ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS THROUGH STRICT STANDARDS
Include standards in the Property Maintenance Code which support the environmental
sustainability of sensitive areas
Promote conservation strategies within existing and new development through in depth site
review plans
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NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION
Residential
IDENTIFY BLIGHTED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES AND PURSUE CORRECTIVE MEASURES
TO ENHANCE COMMUNITY CHARACTER
Complete systematic inspections to ensure compliance with physical standards for residental properties
Undertake and update an inventory of blighted properties which evaluates their physical condition
Determine specific challenges that are hindering maintenance of properties, explore and communicate resources
to assist residents and neighborhoods with maintenance needs

Economic
ENCOURAGE HEALTHY AND SAFE PROPERTY CONDITIONS WHICH LEAD TO SECURE
PROPERTY VALUES
Continue to seek input from the community on future land use patterns that improve and enhance Copley’s
business potential
Undertake periodic evaluations and visioning efforts to gauge economic conditions in both new and established
business centers in or near neighborhoods
Evaluate the effectiveness of standards that guide decisions made by township boards; revise as needed to
preserve the character of neighborhoods

83%
OF RESIDENTS WHO SUPPORT
NEIGHBORHOODS/HOUSING AS THEIR
TOP PRIORITY, SUPPORT INITIATIVES
TO IMPROVE HOUSING CONDITIONS
* Per the 2016 Community Perspective Survey
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