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Director

Business Recruitment, Retention & Expansion

Community Improvements

Sue Schultz

Zoning Inspector
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Jeff Newman

Code Enforcement Officer
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Neighborhood Revitalization
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Program Development
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Land & Historical Preservation 
 Conservation of Significant Land
 Inventory and Identification of Historically Significant Features
 Collaboration with Copley Historical Society
 Scenic Byways

Strategic Land Planning
 Subdivision Design
 Coordinating Developments
 Land Assembly for Improved Land Use
 Comprehensive Land Use Planning
 Land Bank

Community Engagement
 Volunteerism Projects
 Keep Copley Beautiful
 Neighborhood Associations
 Community Groups

Neighborhood Revitalization
 Property Maintenance Code
 Demolitions
 Beautification Programs

Public Space and Pedestrian Connectivity
 Strategic Land Acquisition 
 Master Parks/Trail and Pedestrian Planning
 Grants and Funding for Public Space Improvements

Community and Economic Development 
 Economic Development & Business Expansion
 Business Retention and Attraction
 Community Improvement Corp. (CIC)
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21%

7%

2017 Applications (28)

SIGNS (20)

COMMERCIAL (6)

LANDSCAPE PLANS (2)

Chair: Kelly McPherson
Vice: Melanie Friedman

Strategic Land Planning



Oversized Garage 
(1)
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Home Setbacks 
(3)
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Riparian (2)
13%

Lot Split 
Dimensions (4)
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Conditional Use 
(1)
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Site Plans (2)
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Property 
Maintenance 

Appeal (1)
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2017 Applications (15)

Strategic Land Planning
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Strategic Land Planning
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Decade Perspective - $155.7 Million Invested
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•Balance community design with open space conservation (Summit County Land Bank – Strategic Land Acquisition) 

• Promote and beautify Township Gateways (Ace Tire Environmental Testing/Acquisition & Gateway Sign Plan)

•Maintain and expand the tax base and provide employment opportunities ($24.3 Million Improvements = 2.5% Increase) 

• Create walkable neighborhoods with sidewalks and trails; encourage pedestrian networks (Hillside Estate Connections)

•Maintain and enhance recreational opportunities (Little Farms – 60 Parcels) 

•Use redevelopment as an economic tool to protect land values (Restoration of Residential & Infill Commercial Development)

• Encourage citizen participation (Volunteer Cleanup & Neighborhood Stabilization Efforts)

LAND USE PLAN GOALS & OBJECTIVES 

EVALUATING 2017 & IMPLEMENTING THE LAND USE PLAN

Summit County Land Bank – 60 Parcels for PreservationCommunity Entrance Enhancements

Demolition of Blighted Residential Structures

Volunteer Efforts

Community & Economic Development



394

34

Property Maintenance Complaints

Resolved Complaints

Pending Sites

Neighborhood Revitalization



Neighborhood Revitalization

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiOnoTnuO7OAhUBzSYKHRQ0CBQQjRwIBw&url=https://business.ca.gov/Home/BusinessNews/tabid/255/PageIndex/12/Default.aspx&psig=AFQjCNH_4KJLmm0NxAQ_2kGzFwLwGlieoQ&ust=1472828750185205
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiOnoTnuO7OAhUBzSYKHRQ0CBQQjRwIBw&url=https://business.ca.gov/Home/BusinessNews/tabid/255/PageIndex/12/Default.aspx&psig=AFQjCNH_4KJLmm0NxAQ_2kGzFwLwGlieoQ&ust=1472828750185205


Neighborhood Revitalization
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Record Retention and Online Retrieval

Electronic Storage

Future Public Access

Document Retrieval



Public Space Enhancements
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Public Space Enhancements

Land Bank
• 60 Parcels ($217k)
• Located in environmentally 
sensitive areas (Little Farms) 
• Open Space Conservation & 
Passive Recreation – Trails
• Wetland Banking
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Historical Preservation

Lonesome Pine Farm
• 119 Acre Farm (Largest in Copley)
• Gamauf Family Farm 1923
• Organic Farm Producing:

•Hay
•Corn
•Soybeans
•Sunflowers

http://www.ohiolandtrusts.org/lonesome-pine-farm/

http://www.ohiolandtrusts.org/lonesome-pine-farm/


Community Engagement
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Rationale 
• Historical Perspective
• Like Kind Traits
• Unique Challenges
• Strategic Planning

Community Engagement

Annabelle Estates

Ridgelawn Estates

- Traffic

Druid Hills

- Centralized Water

2017 Neighborhood 
Meetings 



Community Engagement



Community Perspective Survey Themes 
• Limit/Control Growth – Preserve Existing Land
• Improve the Copley Circle & Business Corridors
• Want Dog Park(s) & Recreational Center
• Great School District(s)  
• Small Town Feel – Safe and Family Friendly
• Improve Access to Passive Recreation – sidewalks, trails etc.

Community Engagement



Preserving Our Past.  Securing Our Future.

Community Perspective Survey Themes 
• Limit/Control Growth – Preserve Existing Land
• Improve the Copley Circle & Business Corridors
• Extend Water and Sewer
• Great School District(s)  
• Small Town Feel – Safe and Family Friendly
• Improve Access to Passive Recreation – sidewalks, trails etc.

“Too much growth, both with residential
development and commercial. Losing that
"township" feel.”

“We are being swallowed up by neighboring
communities (Fairlawn/Montrose) and as
result losing its independence and appeal as a
place to live.”

SURVEY COMMENTS

“Developing the circle and eliminating the ugly
and worn out areas. Revitalize the small town
business circle so people stop there and hang
out. Example is coffee shop, small grocery
store, etc. Bike path and traffic pattern need
help. Sidewalks around the circle and
Cleveland Massillon Road are dangerously
decrepit and people need to walk them
everyday.”

“I hate that there is no reasonable way to
access other streets nearby by walking or bike.
I would love to be able to ride places, but I feel
extremely unsafe being on Copley Road with
my children and no bike lane. I don't even feel
it's safe to do so on my own. I would love to be
able to walk 2 streets over without worrying
about getting hit or even be able to bike to the
park or Rizzi's”

http://www.copley.oh.us/downloads/documents-1/1811-community-perspective-survey-presentation

Community Perspective Survey Results
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Community & Economic Development
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Historical Preservation
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