
Redevelopment & 
Vision Plan for 
Copley Circle

Connect 
Goals and Objectives
Focus Group Meetings & Discussions

Champion
Case Studies
Context and Connections
Development & Design examples

Lead by Design
Site and Context Sketches & Explorations
Refined Site Development Concepts

Endure
Final Vision Plan and Illustrative Site Plan
Massing Studies
2-Story Alternative
Recommendations and Guidelines for Implementation

kjfal
Text Box
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL - DESIGN CONCEPT STUDIES



Copley Improvement Corporation | City ArchitectureCopley Circle Redevelopment Study

| Focus Group Summaries

COPLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERNCE

Conversation with Allison Chrien (4/16/2025)

Work must tell Copley’s stories

Copley Circle could be programmed, if improved

Better Block activities showed desire/demand

Maintain small town feel

COPLEY HISTORIC SOCIETY

Conversation with Lynn, Margaret, Gene, Heather, Wayne, Len, Sandy, Donna, Helen, Tom
Discussed multiple scenarios where we would be studying site plans/arrangements to see what would best 
fit.

Preference to keep the existing buildings; highest priority is the “house” attached to the Antique Mall

Recognition that some of the buildings have experienced various levels of deterioration which may impact 
their re-use and/or viability for future redevelopment

Group understood that there is a potential scenario where buildings are razed.

Consensus among the group that new construction/development “pay homage” to history/context

Potential to salvage parts of existing buildings, for example: foundation barn-stones as benches/site 
retaining walls.

Was stressed that CIC, through this process, only controls/impacts what the development looks like; 
uses/tenants/businesses/operations cannot be predetermined or prescribed because it limits 
development potential and/or infringes on property rights.

The Township’s  existing zoning code and policies are limited on setting mandatory materials, aesthetics, 
colors, etc. 

Love of the Cricle and statements that it must remain for public use – clarity that the Circle is not going to 
be “built on” by this project AND that we would be exploring options to enhance/improve the green 
space. Discussions included the group’s affinity for the gazebo.

COPLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM TOUR

Toured the museum and learned additional details 
about the development of Copley Township

Farming and supporting agricultural industry has 
been the core of the Township since it s founding

Many of the Historic Society members have a long-
standing connection and love of Copley
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| Understanding Context

FOUNDATIONS:

• Regional Districts & 
Developments

• Market Study (2022)

• Environmental Analysis 
(2023)

• Focus Group Conversations

• Zoning Code Influences

• Public Space Case Studies

Circle-K

Firehouse 
Tavern

Copley Circle 
Antiques

Velvet Vintage 
Boutique

NAPA Auto 
Parts

Gamauf Hardware 
& Supply

CIC Properties
Development Site
(1.477 Acres)

Copley Circle
(1.10 Acres)
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Market Study Findings (2022)

Safety around the circle is a primary issue

Residents enjoy additional amenities at 
the circle

Residents like the potential for a 
permanent bike lane

Entertainment and food services have 
high retail and consumer opportunity

Environmental Analysis Findings 
(2023)

Antiques property was previously a 
service station- 
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| Copley Circle

IMPORTANT INFO:
• 1.10 Acres

• Gazebo & flagpole as central 
features

• Open Area / Event Lawn

• High-speed & one-way traffic 
surrounds

• Wide street crossings

• Informal tree canopy

• Good shade coverage

• Multiple access points

• No perimeter sidewalks or paths

Copley Rd
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| Learning from Other Places

CASE STUDIES:

• First & Main
Hudson, Ohio

• Uptown Park
Medina, Ohio

• Tallmadge Town Square
Tallmadge, Ohio

• Hyde Park Square
• Cincinnati, Ohio
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 | First & Main | Hudson, Ohio

1

2

KEY ATTRIBUTE NOTES:
1. Wide tree-lawn/setback between sidewalk and vehicular traffic
2. Multiple gathering/programmed spaces
3. Large open area/event lawn
4. On-street parking increases accessibility
5. Multiple access points
6. Shortened crossing distances
7. Clustered landscaping & shade trees
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| Uptown Park| Medina, Ohio
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2

KEY ATTRIBUTE NOTES:
1. Tree canopy provides sense of comfort
2. Pedestrian crossing clearly marked with street signals
3. Multiple access points
4. On-street parking increases accessibility and creates a buffer from street
5. Only one destination/ gathering space
6. Long, singular directional paths
7. Wide pedestrian crossings 
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| Tallmadge Town Square| Tallmadge, Ohio

1

2

KEY ATTRIBUTE NOTES:
1. Tree canopy provides sense of comfort
2. Multiple gathering/programmed spaces
3. Large open area/event lawn
4. Various walking paths
5. Multiple access points
6. Near-by parking
7. Clustered landscaping & shade trees
8. Fast, one-way, non-stop traffic
9. Wide, unclearly defined crossings
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| Hyde Park Square | Cincinnati, Ohio

1

KEY ATTRIBUTE NOTES:
1. Trees along perimeter creates a buffer from the street
2. Shortened crossing distances
3. Park raised above street elevation 
4. Multiple access points 
5. Accessible access on only one end of the park
6. One-way traffic surrounds
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| Exploring Ideas & Options

COPLEY CIRCLE

• Civic Greenspace Concept 
Sketches

CIC DEVELOPMENT SITE

• Preliminary Concept 
Sketches

• Preferred Site Plan Sketch

• Illustrative Site Plans & 
Renderings

• Site Development Statistics
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5

KEY ATTRIBUTE NOTES:
1. Copley Rd narrowed to create space for pedestrian 

paths, defined edges, and shortened pedestrian 
crossings.

2. Tree canopy provides sense of comfort. 
3. Central “Community Green” oriented around gazebo 

for larger events and gathering.
4. “Copley Memorial Plaza”: flag pole and seating
5. Picnic area w/ seating plaza
6. Special treatment of Copley Rd / Cleveland - Massillon 

Intersection 
7. Multiple access points
8. Information signs
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Option 1.1 Option 1.2 Option 1.3

| Development Sketch Options

Preferred Options



Copley Improvement Corporation | City ArchitectureCopley Circle Redevelopment Study

Enhance Copley Circle
•  Consider connections and other attributes to elevate the Circle

Maintain Community Feel
• Smaller-scale development
• Pitched roofs
• Traditional/quality materials and details

Consider Walkability
• Connect to existing parking areas
• Integrate sidewalks throughout the site

Maximize Property’s Potential
• Create building that offers various options for tenants/uses

Create Supporting Outdoor Spaces
• Include complementary spaces within site
• Enhance perimeter with landscaping, trees, signage, etc.

| Development Directives
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KEY ATTRIBUTE NOTES:

1. Approximately 17,000 sf building
2. Multiple tenants via entrances
3. Shared parking in the rear building connects to existing parking lot
4. Copley Road drive entrance can be converted to main entrance if NAPA 

property is developed 
5. Front porch includes patio seating
6. Special paving materials and enhance experiences
7. Maximizes site development potential
8. Pitched roofs to honor Copley Township’s history
9. Trees and landscaping relate to Copley Circle

COPLEY ROAD
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| Preferred Development Concept Sketch
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| Development Site Plan
KEY ATTRIBUTE NOTES:

1. Approximately 16,000 sf building

2. Multiple tenants via entrances

3. Shared parking in the rear building connects to 
existing parking lot

4. Copley Road drive entrance can be converted to 
main entrance if neighboring property is developed 

5. Front porch includes patio seating

6. Special paving materials and enhance experiences

7. Pitched roofs, dormers, awnings, canopies, etc. 
honor Copley Township’s history

8. Trees and landscaping relate to Copley Circle
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| Development Concept
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Copley Improvement Corporation | Copley Circle Redevelopment Study | Pedestrian View along Cleveland Massillon Road



Copley Improvement Corporation |Copley Circle Redevelopment Study | Pedestrian View at Cleveland Massillon Road & Copley Road Intersection
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Copley Improvement Corporation | Copley Circle Redevelopment Study | Pedestrian View of Entrance Court
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Copley Improvement Corporation |Copley Circle Redevelopment Study Front Porches along Copley Road
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The redevelopment of the CIC properties
can bring new opportunities for economic 
development, redefine an important intersection, and 
spark new energy for
Copley Circle.
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| 2-Story Alternate for Copley Road Frontage
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					     CIRCLE PARKING LOCATIONS

MIDDLE SCHOOL - APPROX. 80-90 SPOTS

DECORATIVE PLANTING/
SCREENING

APPROX. 80-90 SPACES
*EXCLUDING ADA AND BIKE 

SPACES

USING 9’x18’ STALLS
24’ THRU LANES

APPROX. 200’-215’ x 200’-215’
(.90-1 AC)

DECORATIVE FENCING

PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY
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